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AboutBuilding Bridges

The Building Bridges Foundation is a-fastprofit organization established in the
Netherlands. The mission is fioster youth-led solutions from the grassroots order to
contribute towards the effective implementation of the Sustainable Developrardls.

Thefirst project of the Building Bridges Foundation includeryele tour from Amsterdam to
Cape Towrio bring thevoice of young peopldérom all walks of life to th&nited Nations
More importantly, ayouth network that coversthree continents and twentyone countries
was created and will now be actively involved in the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

The project reached out to over 15 million people online, was discussed in the UN Security
Council and broadcasted on national TV in more than eight countries. Key to the first project,
and the Building Bridges Foundation in general, is the rafigkeholder approach that brings
together youthorganisations 3I2 OSNY YSY U a>X bDhQas !'b SydAd
We believe that only by working together with all stakeholders, we can achieve a more just,
sustainable and equal world in 2030.
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Youthvoices pERa—

Key priority: Decent jobs

| am a prostitute. Can you believe it? My father got really ill recently and had
to go to the hospital for treatment. My family couldn’t pay for it so | asked a
friend for financial support. She couldn’t help me with money and instead led
me into this business. It has been one month now and | would rather stop
today then tomorrow. Unfortunately | don't have a choice. As the oldest of
seven kids | have to take responsibility and take care of my father. He
doesn’t know that | am doing this and it's better that way.

#bb2015UN

sTERDAM 70

: M
. FumléAPE TOWN
NG BRH)(»'F,S I’R()]h("l'

A BUILDI

ROAD .TO .
g\cl)glrobl
' A BUILDING BRIDGES PROJECT
v

g«?“*’

o




VIDEO Roao Nairobl Tanzania




ROAD TO

SN
2 Nairobi
g 2016

Working on a betterfuture

The state of youth entrepreneurship in Southern and Eastern Africa as a
solution for youthunemployment. Extra focus on the agricultural sector.

December 2016
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Why care about African youth entrepreneur

A197 million people unemployed globally in 2015
AUnderemployment, working poverty and poor job quality

AEvery year 12 million African youth enter the job market to compete
for 3 million formal jobs

Aln Africa youth population rising rapidly

AYouth entrepreneurship argued to be sustainable partial solution to
high unemployment rate and other social problems

A60% of the youth consider becoming entrepreneurs
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About this research

AGrassroots approach

A8 different countries

ABring their voices and experiences to the policy formulatadie
A328 survey respondents

A80 visits for intensive followp interviews between B hours.
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Surveyed youth entrepreneurs

26.63

the average age of
surveyed youth entrepreneurs

Legal status

44% 45%

Sole ownder Co-owned

The average youth entrepreneur
operated for

2.2 years

hired

6.25

employees

224

operate a for-profit business

75

run social enterprises

24

are in the not-for-profit sector

Education matters

4,57%

. University (undergrad)

_45T% University (Postgrad)
Primary school
—10,06% High school
9 Vocational training
. Diploma
z
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Significance of youth entrepreneurs

A job

creator

Reasons for starting business

Be a mentor

WANTED TOPLAYALARGEROLE . Most respondents
e o IDENTIFIED ABUSINESS.. started because they
inspiration fTr WAS UNABLETO FIND STABLE .. wanted to contribute
YoURg poopes UNHAPPY WITH PREVIOUS WORK and/or identified a
FRIENDS AND RELATIVES HAD.. business opportunity
PREFER TO BE SELF...
Impacting oTHER a
society RELIGION [ 6 |
MAKE BUSINESS OUT OF HOBBY 5 |
Through the eyes of youth
B"’c'f PEE entrepreneurs: - e
making their what does it mean to be‘a young
mark african entrepreneur?
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Challenges faced by youth entrepreneurs

Overall societal supportiveness towards youth
entrepreneurship on a scale of 1 to 10

Uganda 5.46
&
‘j Kenya5.23
Rwanda 6.80
Tanzania 4.96

Malawi5.12
Zimbabwe 4.23

Mozambigue 5.79

South Africa 5.94

Figure 9

Many youth enirepreneurs of unregistered
business have wanted to register their business,
but lack of information and high registration
fees means that they decided to remain in the
informal sector.

What youth entrepreneurs are missing in business support

BUSINESS EDNMECTIDNS_ 218
MEMTORING OFPORTUNITIES

KMOWLEDGE OF AVAILABLE BLISI-
MESS SUPPORT SERVICES

BLSINESS TRAINING 136

ICT INFRASTRUCTURE

WORKSPACE 123
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