
1 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 
Research on young people, December 2016 
 
Staff 

 Justin Flynn: Research Officer, Rural Futures cluster 

 Jaideep Gupte: Fellow, Cities cluster 

 Dolf te Lintelo: Fellow, Cities cluster 

 Richard Longhurst: Research Associate, Rural Futures cluster 

 Philip Mader: Fellow, Business, Markets and the State cluster 

 Marjoke Oosterom: Fellow, Power and Popular Politics cluster (Contact: 
m.oosterom@ids.ac.uk) 

 Santiago Ripoll: Research Officer, Rural Futures cluster 

 Patta Scott-Villers: Fellow, Power and Popular Politics cluster  

 James Sumberg: Fellow, Rural Futures cluster (Contact: j.sumberg@ids.ac.uk)  
 
Current projects 

 Challenges and Opportunities for Rural Youth Employment in Sub-Saharan 
Africa: A Mixed-Methods Study to Inform Policy and Programs (IFAD): A three-
year study to strengthen and deepen knowledge of: (1) the employment dynamics of 
rural young people, and the relationships between these dynamics and welfare; and 
(2) the socially and spatially differentiated perspectives of rural young people on 
work, employment and livelihoods. With University of Sussex, CIMMYT, Action Aid 
and University of Brighton. (to start January 2017) 

 Fragility and youth: (Plan International): A study on the meaning of ‘fragility’ from 
the perspective of youth, and how young people participate in formal and informal 
processes in response to fragility. 

 Young People & Employment (DFID Accountable grant): A detailed mapping and 
analysis of intellectual and policy debates around young people and employment as 
a SDG-relevant development concern. 

 Collaborative Framing Paper on Young People and the MAIZE and WHEAT 
CRPs (CIMMYT): Development of a framework to help the MAIZE & WHEAT CRPs 
to strategize around their engagement with young people and youth-related issues. 

 Matasa Fellows Network (Mastercard Foundation): Helping build a cohort of 
young African researchers with the skills and interest to engage in policy oriented 
research around young people and employment in Africa. 

 Agricultural Policy Research in Africa – APRA (DFID): Addressing the question: 
What are the characteristics of the young people for whom the vision of a 
commercialised, entrepreneurial agriculture might be attractive, and the rural areas in 
which it might be realistic?  
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Publications on young people and citizenship 
 
Oosterom, M. A. (2016). The Violent Politics of Informal Work, and How Young People 
Navigate Them: A Conceptual Framework. IDS Evidence Report 198, Brighton: IDS. 
[Available here] 
 
Oosterom, M. A. and Pswarayi, L. (2014). ‘Being a born-free’. Violence and youth agency in 
Zimbabwe. IDS Research Report No. 79, Brighton: IDS. [Available here] 
 
Gupte, J., Tranchant, J-P. and Mitchell, B. (2105). Can Targeted Transition Services for 
Young Offenders Foster Pro-Social Attitudes and Behaviours in Urban Settings? Evidence 
from the Evaluation of the Kherwadi Social Welfare Association’s Yuva Parivartan, IDS 
Evidence Report 136, Brighton: IDS. [Available here] 
 
Gupte, J., te Lintelo, D. and Barnett, I. (2014). Understanding ‘Urban Youth’ and the 
Challenges they face in Sub-Saharan Africa: Unemployment, Food Insecurity and Violent 
Crime. IDS Evidence Report 81. Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. [Available here] 
 
Scott-Villiers P., Wilson S., Kabala N., Kullu M., Ngung’u D. and Scott-Villiers A. (2015). A 
Study of Education and Resilience in Kenya’s Arid and Semi-Arid Lands, Nairobi: Unicef. 
[Available here] 
 

Publications on young people and employment, agriculture and well-being 
 
Gupte, J. (2016). Not Just About Jobs and ‘Smart’ Cities: Violence and Youth Identities. 
Economic & Political Weekly, Vol lI(41): 21-23 [More information here] 
 
Wignall, R. (2016). ‘Leave No One Behind’: The Post-2015 Universality Agenda and Youth 
Employment. Unpublished report, IDS. [Available here] 
 
Yeboah, T., J. Sumberg, J. Flynn and N. A. Anyidoho. (2016). Perspectives on desirable 
work: Findings from a Q study with students and parents in rural Ghana. European Journal 
of Development Research (doi:10.1057/s41287-016-0006-y). [More information here] 
 
Flynn, J. and Sumberg, J. (2016) Are savings groups a livelihoods game changer for young 
people in Africa? Development in Practice (under review). 
 
Flynn, J. and Sumberg, J. (2016). Youth savings groups in Africa: they’re a family affair. 
Enterprise Development and Microfinance (under review)  
 
Asciutti, E., Pont, A. and Sumberg, J. (2016). Young people and agriculture in Africa: A 
review of research evidence and EU documentation. Research Report 82. Brighton: IDS. 
[Available here] 
 
Gupte, J. and te Lintelo, D. (2015) Informal Work and Wellbeing in Urban South Asia: Who 
Succeeds, Who Fails and Under What Conditions? Brighton: IDS. [Available here] 
 
Flynn, J. and Sumberg, J. (2016). Patterns of engagement with youth savings groups in four 
African countries. Research Report 81. Brighton: IDS. [Available here] 
 
Sumberg, J., Yeboah, T., Flynn, J., and Anyidoho, N. A. (2015). Young people’s 
perspectives on farming in Ghana: a Q study. Food Security (under review) 
 
Sumberg, J., Anyidoho, N. A., Chasukwa, M., Chinsinga, B., Leavy, J., Tadele, G., Whitfield, 
S. and Yaro. J. (2015). Young people, agriculture, and employment in rural Africa. In: 

https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/11780/ER198_TheViolentPoliticsofInformalWorkandHowYoungPeopleNavigateThemAConceptualFramework.pdf;sequence=1
http://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/being-a-born-free-violence-youth-and-agency-in-zimbabwe
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/can-targeted-transition-services-for-young-offenders-foster-pro-social-attitudes-and-behaviours-in-urban-settings-evidence-from-the-evaluation-of-the-kherwadi-social-welfare-association-s-yuva-parivartan-programme
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/understanding-urban-youth-and-the-challenges-they-face-in-sub-saharan-africa-unemployment-food-insecurity-and-violent-crime
http://learningforpeace.unicef.org/resources/a-study-of-education-and-resilience-in-kenyas-arid-and-semi-arid-lands/
http://www.epw.in/journal/2016/41/commentary/not-just-about-jobs-and-smart-cities.html
http://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/leave-no-one-behind-the-post-2015-universality-agenda-and-youth-employment
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41287-016-0006-y
http://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/young-people-and-agriculture-in-africa-a-review-of-research-evidence-and-eu-documentation
http://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/informal-work-and-wellbeing-in-urban-south-asia-who-succeeds-who-fails-and-under-what-conditions
https://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/patterns-of-engagement-with-youth-savings-groups-in-four-african-countries
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Resnick, D. and Thurlow, J. (eds) 2015. African Youth and the Persistence of 
Marginalization: Employment, Politics, and Prospects for Change. London: Routledge. [More 
information here] Also see: Sumberg, J., Anyidoho, N. A., Chinsinga, B., Leavy, J., Tefera, 
G., Yaro, J. and Whitfield, S. (2014). Young People, Agriculture and Employment in Rural 
Africa. WIDER Working Paper 2014/080. UNU-WIDER. [Available here] 
 

Sumberg, J., T. Yeboah, J. Flynn and N. A. Anyidoho. (2015). Perspectives on jobs and 
farming: Findings from a Q study with young people, parents and development workers in 
rural Ghana. Working paper 109. Future Agricultures Consortium, Institute of Development 
Studies. [Available here] 
 

Leavy, J. and Hossain, N. (2014). Who Wants to Farm? Youth Aspirations, Opportunities 

and Rising Food Prices. IDS Working Paper 439. Brighton: Institute of Development Studies. 

[Available here] 

 
Sumberg, J., Kim, S. K., and Flynn, J. (2014). Entrepreneurship, savings and employment 
creation for young people in Africa: Initial Review of the Academic Literature. Unpublished 
report prepared for the Banking on Change Consortium. 
 
Sumberg, J. and Okali, C. (2013). Young people, agriculture and transformation in rural 
Africa: an ‘opportunity space’ approach. Innovations 8(1-2): 267-276. [Available here]  
 

Sumberg, J. and Wellard, K. (eds) (2012). Young People and Agriculture in Africa. IDS 
Bulletin 43(6). [Available here] 
 

Sumberg, J., Anyidoho, N. A., Leavy, J., te Lintelo, D. and Wellard, K. (2012). Introduction: 
The young people and agriculture “problem” in Africa. IDS Bulletin 43(6): 1-8. [Available 
here] 
 
Anyidoho, N. A., Leavy, J. and Asenso-Okyere, K. 2012. Perceptions and Aspirations: A 
Case Study of Young People in Ghana's Cocoa Sector. IDS Bulletin 43(6): 20-32. [Available 
here] 
 

Okali, C. and Sumberg, J. (2012). Quick money and power: young people, tomato 
production and livelihood building in Brong Afafo, Ghana. IDS Bulletin 43(6): 44-57. 
[Available here] 
 
te Lintelo, D. (2012). Young People in African (Agricultural) Policy Processes? What National 
Youth Policies Can Tell Us. IDS Bulletin 43(6): 90-103. [Available here] Also see: te Lintelo, 
D. (2011).Youth and policy processes. FAC Working Paper 25. Future Agricultures 
Consortium, Institute of Development Studies. [Available here] 
 

Anyidoho, N, A., Kayuni, H., Ndungu, J., Leavy, J., Sall, M., Tadele, T. and Sumberg, J.  

2012. Young People and Policy Narratives in sub-Saharan Africa. FAC Working Paper 32. 

Future Agricultures Consortium, Institute of Development Studies. [Available here] 
 
Leavy, J., and Smith, S., 2010. Future Farmers: Youth Aspirations, Expectations and Life 
Choices. FAC Discussion Paper 013. Future Agricultures Consortium, Brighton. [Available 
here] 
 
Selected Blogs 
 
‘Does self-employment always indicate entrepreneurship?, 8 November 2016, IDS website, 
[Available here] 

https://www.routledge.com/African-Youth-and-the-Persistence-of-Marginalization-Employment-politics/Resnick-Thurlow/p/book/9781138829473
https://www.routledge.com/African-Youth-and-the-Persistence-of-Marginalization-Employment-politics/Resnick-Thurlow/p/book/9781138829473
https://www.wider.unu.edu/sites/default/files/wp2014-080.pdf
http://www.future-agricultures.org/publications/research-and-analysis/working-papers/1949-perspectives-on-jobs-and-farming-findings-from-a-q-study-with-young-people-parents-and-development-workers-in-rural-ghana
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/3550/Wp439r.pdf?sequence=4
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1162/INOV_a_00178
http://www.ids.ac.uk/publication/young-people-and-agriculture-in-africa
Introduction:%20The%20young%20people%20and%20agriculture%20
Introduction:%20The%20young%20people%20and%20agriculture%20
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7534/IDSB_43_6_10.1111-j.1759-5436.2012.00376.x.pdf;sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7534/IDSB_43_6_10.1111-j.1759-5436.2012.00376.x.pdf;sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/123456789/3225?show=full
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/7528/IDSB_43_6_10.1111-j.1759-5436.2012.00382.x.pdf;sequence=1
https://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/handle/123456789/2257
http://www.future-agricultures.org/publications/research-and-analysis/discussion-papers/1067-future-farmers-youth-aspirations-expectations-and-life-choices
http://www.future-agricultures.org/publications/research-and-analysis/discussion-papers/1067-future-farmers-youth-aspirations-expectations-and-life-choices
http://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/does-self-employment-always-indicate-entrepreneurship
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‘Youth as the newest development target group’, 03 November 2016, IDS website, [Available 
here] 
 
‘International Youth Day: A role for “youth” for a sustainable world?’, 12 August 2016, IDS 
website, [Available here] 
  
‘The politics of keeping the youth in place by keeping them busy’, 01 July 2016, IDS website, 
[Available here] 
 
‘Youth savings – it’s a family affair’, 22 June 2016, IDS website, [Available here] 
 
‘Africa’s structural challenges can’t be solved by “youth innovation”’, 17 June 2016, IDS 
website, [Available here] 
 
‘Should we stop talking about “youth”?’, 16 May 2016, IDS website, [Available here] 
 
‘Putting young African researchers at the heart of change’, 14 April 2014, IDS website, 
[Available here]  
 
‘Is agriculture the answer to the Africa youth unemployment challenge?’, 08 January 2016, 
IDS website, [Available here] 
  
‘Youth employment and imagined futures in rural Africa’, 16 April 2015, IDS website, 
[Available here] 
 
‘Rural young people, agriculture and work in Africa: new thinking about an old problem’, 05 
July 2013, FAC website, [Available here] 
 
‘Should we worry if Africa’s farmers are getting older?’, 04 June 2013, FAC website, 
[Available here] 
 
‘Growing their own jobs? Agriculture, unemployment, and the threat of a ‘lost generation’ of 
rural Africans’, 07 November 2012, IDS website, [Available here] 
  
‘Young people and agrifood in Africa: is it time for some good old fashioned planning?’, 24 
February 2012, FAC website, [Available here] 
  
‘Civil violence: three steps to understanding the “mindless criminal”’, 10 August 2011, 
MICROCON website, [Available here] 
  

http://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/youth-as-the-newest-development-target-group
http://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/youth-as-the-newest-development-target-group
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/international-youth-day-a-role-for-youth-for-a-sustainable-world
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/the-politics-of-keeping-the-youth-in-place-by-keeping-them-busy
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/youth-savings-it-s-a-family-affair
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/africa-s-structural-challenges-can-t-be-solved-by-youth-innovation
http://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/should-we-stop-talking-about-youth
http://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/putting-young-african-researchers-at-the-heart-of-change
https://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/is-agriculture-the-answer-to-the-africa-youth-unemployment-challenge
http://www.ids.ac.uk/opinion/youth-employment-and-imagined-futures-in-rural-africa
http://www.future-agricultures.org/blog/entry/rural-young-people-agriculture-and-work-in-africa-new-thinking-about-an-old-problem
http://www.future-agricultures.org/blog/entry/should-we-worry-if-africas-farmers-are-getting-older-
http://www.ids.ac.uk/news/growing-their-own-jobs-agriculture-unemployment-and-the-threat-of-a-lost-generation-of-rural-africans
http://www.future-agricultures.org/blog/entry/young-people-and-agrifood-in-africa-is-it-time-for-some-good-old-fashioned-planning
https://microconflict.wordpress.com/2011/08/10/civil-violence-three-steps-to-understanding-the-mindless-criminal/

